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Received a Letter under your L 


Name of the 28th of Other, 


which 1 anfwered immediately: But upon ſerious Reflection, and find- 


ing your L Letter is made publick, Iam afraid that by the Hurry 

I was in, I neither did myſelf nor your L Juſtice in my Anſwer. 
For in whatever Light I can confider either of us, I can find nothing in that 
ſcandalous Scrole becoming your L—— to write, or me to have it addreſs'd' 
to me, ſo that I have too much Charity for your L to think you ca- 
pable of it, eſpecially ſince I can find no Reaſon to induce me to believe 
that it came from you, but the Similitude of the Hand, which I know Jas 
well as your L— to be a very fallacious Proof, and having upon the other 
Hand fo many and ſtrong Reaſons to incline me to think the contrary. For 
let me confider your L and myſelf in all the different Capacities be- 
longing to us, if I look upon Mr. Forves of C » ſuppoſing him a Ca- 
det of the honourable Family whoſe Name he bears, and for whom I have 


always had the Eſteem due to their antient Deſcent, and Services done their 


K—and C I ſay ſuppoſing him a Cadet of that or any other Family, 
addreſſing himſelf to L— L | 
mily in every Shape, I ſhould be at a Loſs to find a Term fit for the Stile 
of the Letter in queſtion ; to call it high and imperious would be an Epi- 
thet adapted to an inferiour Writing to one above him; to call it bold and 
daring, no body perhaps would think it, more than I do, well adapted to 
the Author, whoſe Hand, whoever knows him would be perſwaded, would 
tremble too much to be able to put his Name to ſuch a Letter, had he any 
Notion of a Poſſibility of ever coming withing the Reach of the Sword, as 
well as the Pen of him to whom he directed it: Impudent is the juſteſt 
Term that can and muſt belong to the real Author, whatever the World ma 

think of the ſuppoſed one; and highly impertinent it proves itſelf to be, 
there being not one Thought or Expreſſion in it pertinent either to the Per- 
ſons, or Subject concer nd. If I look upon this Letter as your L—, and 
upon you in another Light, as Preſident of a College of Juſtice, what Co- 
lour can be put upon it to make it appear probable? Weakneſs is what the 
World was ever ſo far from accufing your L of, that it always in- 
clined to rank you amongſt thoſe of the oppofite Extream ; and for your 
Knowledge in Law, it was never look'd upon by any Body inferior to your 
Juſtice. How then can a Letter addreſſed to a Peer of the Kingdom, 


where ſo much Weakneſs and ſo little Law appears, be aſcribed to your L—. 


Arrogancy and Self- ſufficiency, in thinking his own Opinion muſt be blindly 
ſubſcribed to by all Mankind, muſt indeed belong to the real Author be he 
who he will; but ſure the ſuppoſed Author can't imagine, that thoſe who 
know him will think him entitled to thofe Qualities. If I look upon your 
L again in another Light, as intruſted with the Affairs of the Go- 
vernment in this Part of the Kingdom, as the Letter affirms you to be, and 
addreſſing yourſelf to one who holds ſo conſiderable a Rank and Intereft in 
it as I do, and whoſe Attachment and Services to the Government, I may 


B | make 


s Chief of as great and honourable a Fa- 


„ | 


make bold to fay have not only equall'd, bnt much exceeded any the Au 
thor of the Letter ever did, or can be capable of doing. I am till more 
at Loſs to find any feaſible Pretext to fix it upon your Le —.,t 
Could the moſt inverate of your Enemies ſuſpect that you have or ever had 
any ſiniſter Views and Deſigns againſt the preſent Government, your known 
Dexterity and Abilities in giving the Turn that ſuits to your Imagination and 
Exprefiion, might occaſion a Doubt in this Caſe : But as I believe there is not 
a Man in his Senſes who knows you, that can think you was ever capable 
of forming ſuch a Defign; I muſt conclude, that ſome malicious, evil-de- 
ſigning Perſon againſt the Government, your L———— and me, has con- 
trived this villainous Letter, with a View not only to exaſperate thoſe al-- 
ready concerned againſt the Government, inſtead of reclaiming them by 
convincing them of the Lenity of it, but likewiſe to perſwade all true Scots- 
men, Highlangers eſpecially, who might perhaps never have Thought of 
joining them, that it is their real Intereſt ſo to do, and the only Game they 
have to play to fave them from the Deſtruction ſo plainly pointed out equally 
to the Innocent and Guilty, in this extraordinary Letter : and that he made 
uſe of the plauſible Name of D F, as what makes a great many, 
perhaps a great deal too many in thoſe parts, ſwallow down any Thing, 
without conſidering or examining whither it came, or, with all the Sub- 
miſſion due, whither it ought to come from your L —= Or not, But 
as the Author of this ſcandalous Piece has made bold with your L——'s 
Name to patronize it, you'll allow me to make uſe of the ſame Freedom 


in addreſſing myſelf to you as ſuppoſed Author in the Anſwer I ſhall now 


make to it, by which I ſhall not only do real Service to the Government, 
and juſtify my oven Conduct to the World, but by ſhowing the pernicious 
Conſequences that muſt be drawn from the Principles it contains againſt the 
Intereſt of the Government, I muſt certainly in the moſt effectual Man- 
ner convince every Body that your L could never be the Author. 
To begin then my D L= I ſhould think it were but reaſonable 
you ſhould let me know, as I'm quite a Stranger to it, what Charge your L— 
is inveſted with in the publick Affairs of this Part of the Kingdom, that 


gives you ſuch Power and Authority over me, before you aſſumed the Li- 


berty of treating me in the Manner you do, whereby you effectually not 
only riſque, but expoſe very much your Reputation, as well as betray the 


' Truſt repoſed in you, and the Fidelity you owe his Majeſty as a good Sub- 


ject, which you ſeem in the Letter to be fo fond of preſerving; which I 
ſhall endeavour to prove. | 

And firſt, as to your Reputation, you preſume to tell me that my Incli- 
nation and Intentions, with regard to this Inſurrection, are no longer dark 
nor dubious to us; what 2 means, and what Title your may have 
to that Monoſyllable, in a private Letter, ſeems myſterious to me, but as 
I ſhould be loath to carry my Reflections higher to the Prejudice of any 
Body elſe, and as it's common for the loweſt Perſons as well as to 
be moſt fond of imitating the Stile of the greateſt, eſpecially when veſted 
with the leaſt Particle of their Authority. I ſhall take no further notice 
of your plurality ſhip at preſent, than to aſſure you, which is ſaying a great 
deal, that ſince ever I had the great Honour and Happineſs of knowing you, 
(for known to you I find I am not yet) I never thought you a more fingu- 
lar Perſonage than at this very Juncture. For your L. muſt allow me 
with the reſt of Mankind, to think that it is no ſmall Piece of Preſump- 
tion in any Body, from an Opinion of his own Parts and Capacity, how ſelf- 


conceited 
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conceited ſoc ver he may be, to pretend to penetrate into other Peoples ſe⸗ 


cret Intentions and Inclinations; it's true you are pleaſed to affirm that my 
Actions evidently prove them; but then unluckily you immediately after 


acknowledge it ,as your own Opinion, that it would be very hard to prove 


one Word that you ſay. Strange Evidence that becomes ſo obſcure in a Mor 
ment | But ſuppoſing my D L that my Actions were liable to be 
more cafily attacked than the Truth ſlip'd from your L-— Pen allows 
them to be, would not your L 's Reputation ſuffer a good deal to ſeem, 
to be ignorant, that the Actions of the loweſt Subject are not to be cenſured 
before they are tried and condemned by the Teſt of the Law? And what- 
ever Dexterity or Practice your L. 
as you think proper, it ought not to:encourage you in this Caſe, fince you 
can't but |:now, that let my Actions be what they will, your L—— has 
ſcarce any Chance of ever being Judge over them, but that they muſt ſtand 
or fall by a ſomewhat ſuperiour Authority ; and that to attack them before 
that has been decided, is incurring a certain Puniſhment your L can be 
no Stranger to, tho' not ſuch as I would be glad to inflict, _ As to the Spies 
your L—— pretends to have had upon my private Converſation, I believe 
when they appear, their Characters will be found too ſcandalous by every 


unprejudiced Perſon, to gain any more Credit than their infamous Employer. 


And there are few Men, I believe, but would be aſhamed to boaſt of fo 
unfair and diſhonourable a Proceeding, but there are ſome People, neither 
bound by Honour, nor reftrain'd by Modeſty : Now my D+ L— as to 
your Duty as a loyal Subject, and your Fidelity to the Truſt repos'd in you, 
I can't but think, that that, as well as your Reputation and Judgment, 


muſt ſuffer conſiderably, when, whilſt you accuſe me of taking off the 


Maſe, you forget that you let your own drop, and lay your bad Inclina- 
tions and Intentions, if not more than your own, quite open to the moſt 
unthinking ; for whatever you may imagine my D— L— with, all your 
Fineneſs, Sc. they never yet were impenetrable to People of found Judgment; 
for not to take more Notice than it deſerves of the ſcurrilous Part of your 
Letter, nor of your impotent Threats of ſeizing upon my. Perſon, . I ſhall 
only mention that you are pleas'd to accuſe me of {ending my Son with my 
Men to the Chevalier; and why? only becauſe you ſay I did, which þ/e 
diæit to a Man of a vaſt deal of Modeſty, would not appear ſufficient to 
condemn. a Peer of the Kingdom, eſpecially when ſupported by no other 
Argument, but becauſe forſooth, your L—— can't imagine it can be other- 
wife. Is it then impoſſible, in your L. Opinion, that I ſhould have 
an undutiful diſobedient Son, or reaſonable that I ſhould he anſwerable 
for his Faults or Follies? that would be very hard indeed, for we oft fee 
the beſt and wiſeſt of Fathers, as well as the worſt, curſt with diſobedient, 

undutiful, headſtrong Fools for their Children; more than one Inſtance of 
which I could bring your L-— from the Beggar to the Crown'd Head, 
both Foreign and Domeſtick, Antient and Modern; and it would be as hard 
to accuſe the Fathers, who would have no Fault, if any, but that of get- 
ting them, which perhaps in ſome of thoſe Inſtances I would cite, would 
be as hard to. prove as your L 's Plea againſt me. And yet here am I 
condemn'd to utter Ruin and Deſtruction, and my Family to Extir pation 
with the reſt of my Countrymen, only becauſe your 1. ſays, I am guilty 
or poſſibly might be ſo; your L-— ſhows indeed, how well 15 could 
plead, if you were. inclin'd to it, the Cauſe of thoſe Gentlemen already 5 
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may fancy you have in turning that 
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LS ) 
gag' d in this Inſurrection, and gives the Reaſons you think could be juſtly 
alledged in their Behalf ; ſuch as their endeavouring to recover all that is 
moſt dear and valuable to them, and which, they think they or their Pre- 
deceſſors were unjuſtly depriv'd of, at, or ſince the Revolution, and very 
ſtrong Reaſons my L— I allow them to be; but then let me tell your 
L—, that by the Strain of your Letter, you ſeem to exaggerate the 
Strength and Juſtice of their Motive, only to ſhow that no Motive, how 
well ſoever grounded, is ſufficient to plead an Excuſe, or entitle an Offen- 
der to hope for any Mercy in the Caſe, in our poor Country, but that not 
only the Guilty, but all others who are or may be thought by your L— 
or ſuch as you, to be fo, or even thoſe that potfibly may in Time to come, 
muſt be involv'd in the fame general Ruin, when you're at Leiſure to exert 
your Power ; for nothing elſe my D— L can be underſtood by the 
Extirpation of whel? Families and Provinces. Was not your L, as I faid 
before, ſo well known as you are, what would People think, or rather 
what would they not think ; what more artful Method could the greateſt 
Enemy to the preſent Eſtabliſhment fall upon than this, not only to con- 
firm all thoſe already engaged in this Affair, but to perſwade all others who 


might poffibly be wavering, that, as their Ruin muſt neceſſarily be the Con- 


ſequence of that of the others, that they ought for their own Sakes to pre- 
vent both, by ſtrengthning their Party: Navy, it is far from improbable, my 
D— L—; that amongſt the moſt attach'd to the Government, both by In- 
clination and Intereſt ; thoſe who may fancy they may have a greater Share 
of Penetration than others, may be induced to think that the Progrefſion is 
very natural from deſtroying a Man for the Faults of his Family, to do it 
likewiſe for that of his Country, and fo, that in a little Time, a Scotſman 
and a Jacobite may become ſynonimous Terms, eſpecially if try'd by the 
Standard of Suſpicion; and then, what can be left for them, but the poor 
Hopes of being the /aff deſtroyd; or rather, the moſt intolerable Puniſh- 
ment of ſurviving their Country, tho' but for a Moment : Nay, more my 
D— L—, I would not anſwer, but that the Infection of this Way of think- 
ing, might extend itſelf to our neighbour Nation, I mean the Engliſb, for 
the 1r:/þ by this Time, may perhaps think, they have little or nothing left 
to fear that way; for if the Friends and Relations of Jacobites in Scotland 
ſuffer for being ſo, may not the fame Thing happen in England, eſpecially 
if there happens to. be other ſtrong Reaſons creating Suſpicion of People in 
Power, ſuch as a Man having a good Eſtate that may lie to their Con- 
veniency, or a good deal of Money : But what I thought the worſt of all, 
my L , Who can hinder the moſt Judicious of thoſe who may think 
themſelves under Cover from ſuch Purſuits, I mean the Generality of the 
lower Rank of People in Britain; to conſider, that ſuch a Scheme of De- 
ſeruction can't eaſily be purſued, that People will not willingly lay down 
their Necks, and conſequently, that there muſt be proper Meaſures taken 
to oblige them to it, even after this Inſurrection is quelled, ſuch as Forts 
and Garriſons made and maintain'd in different Parts of this Kingdom, a 
great ſtanding Army kept up, and that moſt compos'd of Foreigners, for 
it is not natural to think that one half of the Nation would go heartily to 
work to deſtroy the other, nor have we any great Reaſon from Obſervation 
to think that, that Confidence would be put in them : What a dreadful 
Proſpect then, if you conſider it rightly my D L-—- muſt this afford to 
every true thinking Briton, and what Security or Reaſon have we to per- 


ſuade 


1 
ſuade ourſelves, that an Army of Ger—s, whether H—ns or Heſ—ns, ha- 
ving the Power in their Hands after quelling this Inſurrection, and deſtroying 
Root and Branch of every Body they thought proper to ſuſpe& of wiſhing 
well to it, ſhould not treat us in the ſame Manner as their Countrymen the 
Saxons did of old the antient Britons, who ſent for them to their Aid; this 
Country is at leaſt as much Superiour to theirs in every Reſpect as it was 


then, and conſequently it may not unreaſonably be fear'd, that they may be 


equally fond of changing for the better. 

Theſe, my D— , are Conſequences that moſt People will na- 
turally draw from the Contents of your L——'s Letter, as coming from 
you, of whom the receiv'd Opinion for good Senſe, eſpecially in this 
Part of the World, has been fo advantageous for ſome Time; but how 
much more dangerous and pernicious to the Government mult they prove, 
if the Art and Rhetorick of our Enemies ſhould ſo influence the Timidity 
and Suſpicion natural to the weaker Sort, as well as the better grounded 
Diffidence belonging to the wiſeſt and moſt judicious, as to bring them to 
a general Belief, that when your L——, or ſuch as you, talk at this rate, 
as you are employ'd by People in Power, that you are as much the Oracle 
of their Sentiments as the Canal of their Authority, in winch Caſe my 
D— L—, might not our Enemies argue thus to the People? Is 7s not ob- 
vious, ſay they, what Courſe you muſt determine to take, nay, what Reſource 
in Reaſon is left you, but to throw yourſelves into the Arms of this young and 
daring Invader, who ſays, he has an Hereditary Right to reign over you, 
who ts ſupported by a formidable Party of your own Countrymen, who ſeem 
2 bold and determined with himſelf, which muſt make the Event at leaſt 


oubtful, and who makes all the Proteſtations, and offers all the Security Man. 


can give to ſupport you in your Liberties and Properties, both religious and 
civil, and far from threatning Ruin aud Revenge on thoſe whom he may ſuſ= 
pect to have been his Enemies, offers a free and willing Pardon to the moſt in- 

veterate amongſt them, upon their Submiſſion and Return to their Duty, and 
from whom you can never apprehend either Extirpation or Slavery, as he has 


neither Foreigners nor foreign Intereſt to prefer to yours, which muſt of Courſe 


be his own. This my D— L is the Way, I fay, our cunning and 
deſigning Adverſaries may argue from your L 's Letter, and tho' tis im- 
poſſible for any who know his Majeſty, to entertain the leaſt Moment's 
Suſpicion that he ſhould Countenance your L——— Doctrine, or that ever 
any Miniſter under him durſt own ſuch Sentiments, or hope they ſhould 


eſcape unpuniſh'd, by a Monarch, whoſe Love and Regard for his Subjects, 


(I mean his Britiſh Subje&s,) and the Favour and Preference he has always 
| ſhown them upon all Occafions, has been the moſt diſtinguiſhing as well 
as endearing Part of his Character; yet as your L. s Letter is 
made publick, and conſequently liable to be made very bad Uſe of, and 
that People muſt ſuppoſe, that you either had a Gonfidence put in you x4 
ſome Body in Power, which made you advance what you did, in whic 


Caſe you have been guilty, if not of Breach of Truſt, at leaſt of the greateſt 
Piece of Indiſcretion, in pulling of the Maſe as you call it, and expoling 


their Sentiments and Deſigns, before the Event of Things was a little more 
aſſur d; or if no ſuch Perſon in Authority made you any ſuch Confidence, 
that then you have not only taken the moſt raſh and unwarrantable Step, but 
likewiſe laid your Loyalty, Duty, and Fidelity open to the ſtrongeſt Suſ- 
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picion; I therefore can't but think it incumbent upon ow to preſerve your 


Reputation, as well as the Character of a loyal and faithful Subject, to 
vindicate yourſelf from being the Author of this Letter, or if that un- 
luckily can't be done, to recant at leaſt while it is yet Time, the vile Prin- 
ciples it contains, and not only declare your own Deteſtation of them, but 
ſatisfy the Publick, as I hope you can eaſily do, that no Body in Power 
ever gave you any Grounds to advance ſuch dangerous and pernicious 
Tenets ; in doing this, my L , you'll do nothing but your Duty, but I 
thought it mine to give this Advice, both for my Concern for the Govern- 
ment, and in Return for that you were at the Pains to give me, and which 
I with you had confider'd a little more ſeriouſly yourſelf, as you may pro- 
bably have more Occaſion for it than I, notwithſtanding your Practice and 
Dexterity in ſhifting Sides: And now my D— . tho I could, as you 
know, ſay a great deal more upon this Subject; I can't but think, that what 
I have already ſaid, will be thought more than ſufficient to prove to all 
impartial Men, the Sincerity of my Intentions to the Government, 'as well 
as to ſhew that J am as much as I ought. to be, my D-, 
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